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Unbranched, evergreen plants with 
crowns of feathered or fan-shaped 
leaves, typically with old leaf scars 

forming a regular pattern on the trunk. 
Palms come in all shapes and sizes, 

solitary or clustered, with or without a 
trunk and sometimes with a climbing

stem. 
 

Dipterocarps provide important timbers 
used both locally and overseas. Among 

popular Dipterocarp timbers include 
Meranti, Kapur, Keruing, Selangan Batu 

and Mersawa
 
 

“The plants which are most beautiful 
on account of their variegated 
leaves and bright, metallic, or 

intense green coloration, live in the 
humus where the forest shade is 

dense.” 
 
 
 



"Matang really is one
of the richest palm

spots on earth"
 (John Dransfield,

palm expert, Royal
Botanic Gardens,

Kew)
 

In his lifetime BeccariIn his lifetime Beccari

published over 150 scientificpublished over 150 scientific

papers. His work on palms atpapers. His work on palms at

Matang earned him theMatang earned him the

reputation as a worldreputation as a world

specialist. He becamespecialist. He became

acclaimed as a leadingacclaimed as a leading

scientist in his day, due to hisscientist in his day, due to his

contribution to scientificcontribution to scientific

knowledge gained from hisknowledge gained from his

collections made in Sarawak.collections made in Sarawak.

  

Beccari'sBeccari's

DiscoveryDiscovery
Beccari was an Italian
botanist who came to

Sarawak in 1865 at the age
of 22. He wrote with

wonder of the “Rotang
Valley”, highlighting its
rich diversity of rattans

and other palms. This area
now lies in the Kubah

National Park area.
 


